Innateness in language
Lecture 1: Innateness, modularity, re-genesis

1. Course goals and map
2. What is language?
a. Language as tacit knowledge
b. Chomsky’s two “big ideas”
i. Rules rule
ii. UG
3. The “innateness” question
a. Why “innate knowledge” seems like an oxymoron…
b. What innateness does and doesn’t mean….
c. Examples
d. Frequent objections to innateness
e. The pushback…
4. Broader implications” domain specificity/modularity in cognition
a. What is domain-specificity/modularity
b. Competing predictions
c. Modularity has a bad reputation in psychology
d. Why we cannot just put these questions aside…
i. The cost to cognitive science
ii. The cost to AI
5. How to advance the innateness debate 
a. Common intuitions about what modularity/domain specificity means and who can evaluate this hypothesis
b. How linguistics can save the day…
c. Competing predictions
6. Two tests of modularity/domain specificity
a. Design features of language
i. Language is a combinatorial system: discrete and digital
ii. Language has duality of patterning
iii. Only natural language has duality of patterning:
· No evidence for duality of patterning in animal communication
· Implications to language evolution
b. Language on a desert island (re-genesis)
i. The case of Nicaraguan Sign Language
1. The gradual emergence of discrete combinatorial structure
2. Why gradual: some insights from birds
7. Conclusions


			
