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But the first to use the term [philosophial. and to call himself a philosopher or lover of 
wisdom. was Pythagoras; for. said he. no man is wise. but God alone . ... All too quickly the 
study was called wisdom [sophiaj and its professor a sage lsophosJ. to denolt: his .ittainment 
of mental perfection; while the student who took it up was a philosopher or lover of wisdom. 
Sophists (sophistai] was another name for the wise mrn [sophoi]. and not only for 
philosophers but for the poets also. And so Cratinus jcomic author] when praising Homer 
and Hesiod ... gives them the title of sophist. 
The men who were commonly regarded as sages were the following: Thales, Solon, 
Periander, Cleobulus, Chilon, Bias, Pittacus. To these are added Anacharsis the Sc)1hian. 
Myson of Chen. Pherecydes of Syros, Epimenides the Cretan; and by some C\en Pisistratus 
the tyrant. So much for the sages or wise men. 
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Let ABr be a right-angled triangle having the angle BAr right: I soy that the square on Br is 
equal to the squares on BA. Ar. 
[Proofj 

For let there be described (civa-ye-ypaq>0w) on Br the square B.1Er, and on BA. Ar the 

~q_uares_~B er_. and through A let AA be drawn paraJlel to either 8.1, rE and let Ati. zr be 

Jomed. I hen, sm~e each ~f the angles BAr. BAH is right. it follows that with a straight line 

Bf~ and at the pomt A on tt, two straight lines Ar. AH not lying on the same side. make the 

adJacent angles equal to two right angles: therefore r A is in a straight line with Al I. For the 

same reasons BA is also in a strajght line with A8. And since the angle tiBr is equal 10 the 

angle ZBA, for each is right. let the angle ABr be added to each; the whole angle tiBA is 

therefore equal to the whole angle ZBr. And since 68 is equal to Br. and ZB to BA. the two 
[sidesj ... 

Therefore in right-angled triangles the square on the side subtending the right angle is equal 

to the squares on the sides containing the right angle; which was to be proved. 

1'"Ki 52 :,,-,iu;, ,I 01:l!JH' ,0'0M~~ :n"~O"l"',:,:, :,-,,.u;,;: .8 

... The victory fell to Thales / who was of able mind in other things. / and who was said to 

have measured out the little stars / of the Wagon. by which the Phoenicians sail. / And the 

Arcadian by happy chance found the old man / in the shrine of Apollo at Didyma I scratching 

the ground with a staff, and drawing the figure [graphonta to skhemaj / that the Phrygian 

Euphorbus discovered [exheure] / who first of men drew [protos egrapsej unequal triangles 

and the circle, / and who taught men to abstain from living creatures. 
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•JN :llJtl/l .o•,:11 ,, 1Wtl/ m?N;"11 O'?N;"! ?J "nJ, ,;"IK'j:)KJl(!)1 ;"!N'l';"I ,01'!:>'?j:'ON ''TlJ ,1(!)11:1 ]1?1:lN "nJ" 

;:,r •mJ"nn:1-iDtl/l ,r 'I1:111JIV Ill( ,'I1:11'1'1 •mJ JD'lD ,O"j:)7 

,,:,, ,,~,n •i<~r ;1tll!:>l •:,,~ ,:,, •v1m, ,n•nlJ? ,,, 1n1< ,oN, JK iiJ•J 1JJN ,r mllJiK 'l17.J'? itllN tll'K;i m e 
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O'il:10 .:1l0::J 'i!) 1,•!):1? :,l;,•n:> :1ll/N? JnK K? p llJJ . n,•N N? nNTJ itllK :1)ro1 ,ml.J-00 .'T'l.) ~ i'lJ' 

I1NT n•JI( K17K ,n'm:l?tll;"I 'JJKJ o•1,,n K17 11N nmK 1(1, . 'nlllJ1N1 "n ,w 0·~11;:,1 

,m1 01tll 017lN N17 'l1~i1.)1 o•,,n:, n,:11m, OJJK ,CJ1I1? OJJK i1UN o•nJ.7 ?J? . 7JJ O'i'01l1;"1 O'llJl K? 

l11.ltl/K1 :lNiN itllK ?J .0'1Jl1J K?l O'il n 'JJJ K? .C'iJl::J K?l O'IVJJ K? ;"11K!l '!Vl11.)J 1n1'1.)J ,:,nnu:;n 
'J ,:11JlK7.J :'ITl:J :'l?)K K? .OI1'::J' flni'.J l1'7.Jtll;"I? l'N itllN1 ,O'IVJK,7 "n nil!Q "?l !l'OJ N?tl,' 0)1 ,'?l !l'iJ I1l11!,'J 

. n'JT;"I? l'KIV Nl;"I N?!ll1.) 110 'J 'I1lJ1" 
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7 :inl:i ,K "itl0 lJ'!U· r,•~u ,.v ,0'T~":>iK . I 0 

0:,1 .n•nnn, lll'l' ilVN w ,:io1J l:lli?tv' ,:,r:, ',m:, 7,n ?N i:>?Ut'r ON .(n:iJ:, :imr) 1:im:ilJ ,m• 0·1J:> o·n ~ll 
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